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SITUATION IN NUMBERS HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 Refugees from Burundi have been arriving at the Northwest borders of 

Tanzania since the beginning of May as they flee violence and political 

turmoil in Burundi.  As of 19 May, UNHCR reported an estimated 63,653 

Burundi refugees have reached Tanzania and its borders seeking shelter 

and safety.  Of concern is the 35,000 refugees living in rough conditions 

in the lakeside village of Kagunga awaiting to be transported to the 

established camp.  

 

 Cholera has been confirmed along the border with Burundi and in 

Tanzania. WHO has reported over 3,000 suspected or confirmed cases 

with over 30 suspected or confirmed deaths. Given the movement of 

refugees across various fronts, urgent action is required to mitigate 

larger outbreaks including the spread of cholera to host communities.   

 

 Of additional concern are the protection risks children face. To date, 

331 unaccompanied minors and 620 separated children have been 

identified and placed with foster families. Family tracing and 

reunification is ongoing, alongside referral to services.     

 

 UNICEF and partners are strengthening cholera prevention along the 

border at Nyaragusu camp, in Kagunga and at Kigoma Stadium 

including supporting the setup of cholera treatment centres (CTC) and 

provision of essential supplies to treat and prevent cholera. The most 

urgently needed supply item that is under heavy usage is Cholera kits.  

Each kit caters to 100 cases and the number of cases are mounting.  

 

 The Inter-Agency Regional Refugee Response Plan (RRRP) to meet the 

humanitarian needs of refugees from Burundi over the next six months 

was presented to donors and partners on 22 May 2015. UNICEF 

urgently requires USD5.3 million until September 2015 to respond to 

the growing humanitarian needs of women and children fleeing the 

crisis in Burundi. Additional funds may be required as the needs are 

assessed more fully and the scope and duration of the crisis becomes 

clearer.  

 

 

 

 
23 MAY 2015 
 

Estimated 35,000  
Refugees on lakeshore of Kagunga border 
village awaiting transfer to the camp. 
(UNHCR estimate 19 May– still to be 
verified.) 
 

 24,426  
Refugees newly arrived from Burundi and 
in Nyaragusu camp of which 59% are 
children.  
(UNHCR – 19 May )  
 

6,700  
Refugees at various border points of 
Kigoma and Kagera regions awaiting 
processing/transport.  
(UNHCR  - 19 May)  
 

50,000  
Old caseload refugees in Nyaragusu camp 
(camp extended for new arrivals—this 
figure not used for influx 
planning/response) 
 

10,000+  
Tanzanians in host communities at border 
areas at risk (UNICEF estimates) 
 

331 Unaccompanied children and 

620 Separated children identified  

 

US$5,300,000  
UNICEF requirements to respond until 
September 2015. To date, 0% Funded. 

UNICEF/Liymo 1 

http://www.unhcr.org/555f1dfe9.html
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
Refugees from Burundi have been arriving at the Northwest borders of Tanzania since the beginning of May as they flee 
violence and political turmoil in Burundi.  As of 19 May, UNHCR reported an estimated 63,653 Burundi refugees have 
reached Tanzania and its borders seeking shelter and safety.  Of concern is up to 35,000 refugees living in rough conditions 
in the lakeside village of Kagunga awaiting to be transported to the established camp.  
 
Cholera has been confirmed accelerating the need to scale-up the pace of the response. WHO has reported over 3,000 
suspected or confirmed cases with over 30 suspected or confirmed deaths. The outbreak has elevated the risks to women 
and children as the refugee population is mobile using many modes of transport. Furthermore the nutritional status of 
children, given confirmed cases of cholera and watery diarrhoea, as well as prolonged stays in transit sites without health 
and nutrition screening could become a significant risk.  
 
The key challenge remains the remote location of Kagunga on the lake and the outbreak of cholera.  With refugees in 
multiple locations a response is split on three fronts and could spread more into the local population.  Kagunga is expected 
to remain congested for the next two or more weeks due to limited boat capacity and new arrivals. 
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
At field and camp level UNHCR co-leads along with Ministry of Home Affairs.   At camp level, coordination meetings across 
all sectors take place weekly and coordination meetings are also taking place in Kigoma for the response outside of the 
camps (border areas, stadium, Kagunga) these are co-led by local government and UNHCR. 
 
Under the coordination of UNHCR, UNICEF has worked with the UN Team on the development of a Regional Refugee 
Response Plan (RRRP) which was presented to donors and partners on 22 May.   

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
The response is currently taking place at four fronts with UNICEF 
engaging closely with partners at Nyaragusu camp, in Kagunga and at 
Kigoma Stadium to respond to the needs of women and children. 
Nyaragusu camp (pre-influx old refugee caseload is 50,000 and new 
arrivals so far are 24,426)  is a 20 year old camp with a population of 
refugees from DRC prior to the latest influx from Burundi.  This camp 
has been expanded to receive up to 50,000 new refugees. The 
Government of Tanzania is identifying a second campsite.  New 
arrivals are initially housed in warehouses and schools while the 
blocks for tents and family shelters are being constructed. The 
temporary shelters as well as residential blocks have water taps, 
bathing facilities, and latrines but new arrivals are outpacing the 
facilities.  The absorption capacity of the camp is being stretched but currently, this is the only option until a second camp 
is set up.  Various border entry points are used by refugees to crossover from Burundi with support from the UN to 
transport them by bus and trucks to Nyaragusu camp—approximately 1000 refugees are in transit at any time via these 
routes.  About 30% of the new refugees in Nyaragusu camp crossed via these road routes.  This has become the preferred 
route for recent arrivals with about 400 - 600 coming in each day.  The UN priority in these areas is to mobilise transport 
to move them to the camp within a 24 hour period after arrival. Refugees are also amassing by Lake Tanganyika, a border 
area where refugees arrive by small boats or walking on the beach to the first border village of Kagunga.   There is no 
road access to this border—it can only be reached by boat or a five hour walk to a road.   About 70% of the refugees in 
Nyaragusu camp have come via this route and there is an estimated 20 – 30,000 more there still waiting for transport. To 
date, 12 babies have been born here over the last week.   Kagunga has basic WASH facilities, a temporary health post, 
and a cholera treatment centre.  The fourth front is the Kigoma Stadium which has been converted to a transit centre for 
the arrivals by boat from Kagunga as well as serving as a cholera treatment centre. Refugees stay here for two to three 
days while ground transport is organised.   
 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
To respond to new refugee influx over these past three weeks UNICEF Tanzania has initially reprogrammed about 
USD500,000 funds from the ongoing refugee programme to meet the most urgent needs.  UNICEF immediately released 
emergency supplies from prepositioned stocks and has deployed ten staff on surge to support the response.  

 Cholera treatment in the stadium –UNICEF/Lyimo 
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WASH 
In an effort to rapidly prevent the spread of cholera and treat affected refugees in 
Kagunga as well as at the Kigoma Stadium, UNICEF and partners have scaled up efforts 
providing essential supplies such as buckets, soap and chlorine along with support for 
the construction of latrines and promotion of hygiene. A cholera treatment centre has 
been set up along with separate locations for latrines and temporary shelter in Kigoma 
stadium.  
 
UNICEF Burundi has also provided supplies cross border to Kagunga to complement 
supplies by boat from Tanzania side. UNICEF Tanzania has deployed a health officer and 
a WASH officer to Kagunga for the response.  
 
Moving forward and as humanitarian funding requirements are sharpened, UNICEF and partners will scale up efforts in 
border areas and transit centres focusing on the provision of emergency water supply to the refugees and construction 
of emergency latrines and hand washing facilities at the transit points, as well as hygiene promotion around 
appropriate behaviors and proper of use of WASH facilities.   It is critically important that the resources and staff 
deployed follow the refugee flows adjusting to critical needs in a fluid situation. 
 

Health and Nutrition 
In Nyaragusu camp, while rates of severe 
malnutrition have been below emergency level, 
this is being closely monitored due to cholera 
among the influx.  Screening for malnutrition of all 
new arrivals has been stepped up and supplies for 
the treatment of severe and moderate cases have 
been prepositioned in the camp. A UNICEF 
Nutrition specialist is on the ground providing oversight to the screening process and assessing needs.    

 
Using existing stocks, all children screened are being vaccinated, as well as 
provided with Vitamin-A supplementation and dewormed.  Additional 
vaccines are being drawn from other stocks.      
 
In Kagunga, drugs and supplies for cholera treatment are in place here and 
UNICEF health officer has been overseeing the setup of the Cholera 
Treatment Centre (CTC) and support the NGO partners and local health 
authorities. 
 
 

UNICEF’s planned response, in Transit centers and Nyarugusu camp will include continued health screening and provision 
of clean delivery kits for refugee women of child bearing age, immunizing refugee against measles and polio, providing 
insecticide treated nets (ITNs) for women with children of 0-59 months and establishing health posts. In addition, 
screening, supplementation and therapeutic feeding as well as vitamin A supplementation/Deworming of children will 
continue. 
 

Education 
Twelve UNICEF/UNHCR supported schools for refugees from DRC are closed and being used as temporary shelters for 
new arrivals in Nyaragusu camp. Until the decision is made for formal schooling to resume , some basic education and 
recreational activities are being organised in child friendly spaces.  The reopening of schools hinges on the rate of arrival 
of new refugees and finding alternative shelter for them—this could take several weeks.  An assessment of educational 
needs in the existing schools, including an assessment and repairs of WASH systems is underway.  
 
Moving forward and as humanitarian funding requirements are received, UNICEF and partners will set up learning centres 
in Child Friendly Spaces in Nyaragusu camp that could transition into schools—this includes identification of teachers 
within the refugee population, getting basic textbooks/learning materials, and ensuring WASH is in place. Efforts will also 
be placed on establishing early childhood development (ECD) centres and identifying children with special needs and 
providing support. 

Kagunga cholera treatment area-UNICEF Lyimo 

Cholera supplies—cross border 
from UNICEF Burundi to Kagunga 
UNICEF Igarashi-Wood 
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Child Protection  
In Nyaragusu camp, a UNICEF child protection officer and a team of 8 Social Welfare Officers from nearby districts are 
supporting the registration and referral of incoming children.  Over the next 2 weeks the number of  pre identified and 
Social Welfare Officers from neighbouring districts will increase to 30 to ensure adequate coverage and support for these 
children—these SWOs have been trained to deal with child protection by UNICEF and perform this function in districts 
around Tanzania.  To date, 331 unaccompanied minors and 620 separated children have been identified and placed with 
foster families. Family tracing and reunification is ongoing, alongside referral to services.     
 
In Kagunga and Kigoma Stadium, UNICEF and partners are collecting data on vulnerable children for referral to services. 
Teams of social welfare officers trained in child protection and working in nearby districts, have been deployed at various 
points along the movement of refugees, to collect better data on the situation of children, assess their needs and refer 
them to services, if required.  These teams work closely with UNHCR and NGOs with a focus on unaccompanied and 
separated children. 
 
UNICEF’s planned response in Nyarugusu camp will also include the provision of Child Friendly Spaces, including 
educational activities for children, and referral services for and an effective response to cases of violence, abuse and 
neglect. 

 

Media 
UNICEF issued a News Note on 21 May on the relief operations at the Burundi-Tanzania border in response to the cholera 
outbreak. UNICEF Representative is on the ground there from 20 to 25 May to assess needs, advocate for children with 
the media and local authorities, and to sharpen the response coordination with other agencies and partners. 
 

Funding 
The Inter-Agency Regional Refugee Response Plan (RRRP) to meet the humanitarian needs of refugees from Burundi over 
the next six months was presented to donors and partners on 22 May 2015. UNICEF’s initial humanitarian requirement is 
US5.3 million until September 2015 of which zero has been received. Additional funds may be required as the needs are 
assessed more fully and the scope and duration of the crisis becomes clearer. 
 

Appeal Sector Requirements Funds received Funding gap 

WASH 2,315,600 0 2,315,600 100% 

Nutrition  366,000 0 366,000 100% 

Health  450,000 0 450,000 100% 

Education 984,000 0 984,000 100% 

Child Protection 1,200,000 0 1,200,000 100% 

Total 5,315,600 0 5,315,600 100% 

 
 

Next SitRep: 27 May 2015 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Jama Gulaid 
Representative 
Tanzania Country Office 
Email: jgulaid@unicef.org  
 

Robert Carr 
Chief of Field Operations 
Tanzania Country Office 
E-mail: rcarr@unicef.org 
 

Sandra Bisin  
Chief of Communication 
Tanzania Country Office 
Email: sbisin@unicef.org  
 
 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_82001.html
http://www.unhcr.org/555f1dfe9.html
mailto:lchauvin@unicef.org

